[Transformation of the temporomandibular joint in the treatment of sagittal bite anomalies].
The results from distocclusion and mesiocclusion treatments were radiologically evaluated in 89 patients. In two experiments, mesiocclusion and distocclusion were produced in monkeys by means of cemented inclined planes. The transformations thus achieved were evaluated by radiography, histology and craniometry. The treatment of distocclusion results in an increase in size of the mandible, of the angle of the mandible, and of the lower third of the face. The head of the condyle erects itself. Reactive tissue changes (activation of the osteoblasts and osteoclasts, accelerated ossification of the cartilage) were seen in the dorsal part of the head of the condyle. Thus, the theory of Breitner is not confirmed. There were no resorption phenomena at the articular eminence and in the anterior part of the head of the condyle, and no so-called pressure and traction zones.